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Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations


























Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
Submitting the Survey 
The survey is only available online. Paper responses are outside the scope of this project. Please submit your responses 
by July 1, 2008. We need your data by that time to inform the planning process. 































Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
1. Institution Name:
 




















Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
10. Which of the following most closely describes your primary function or service? (select 
one)
11. Which of the following most closely describes your institution’s governance? (select 
one)
 











































Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
12. Do you use environmental controls to meet temperature specifications for the 
preservation of your collection? (select one)
13. Do you use environmental controls to meet relative humidity specifications for the 
preservation of your collection? (select one)



















































Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
15. Does your institution have a written, long­range preservation plan for the care of the 
collection (a document that describes a multi­year course of action to meet an institution’s 
overall preservation needs for its collection)? (select one)
16. Has a survey of the general condition of your collection been done (an assessment 
based on visual inspection of the collection and the areas where it is exhibited or held)? 
(select one)

























































Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
18. If you have a written emergency/disaster plan, is your staff trained to carry it out? 
(select one)
19. Are copies of vital collection records (e.g., inventory, catalog, insurance policies) 
stored off site? (select one)
20. Do you have adequate security systems (e.g., security guard, staff observation, 
intrusion detection) to help prevent theft or vandalism of the collection? (select one)





























































Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
22. What does your conservation/preservation program include? (select all that apply)
23. Do your collections include digital content (computer based representation of text, 
numbers, images, and/or sound, e.g., optical discs, Web sites, electronic books)? (select 
one)
Done by institution  
staff
Done by external  
provider
Not done currently,  
but planned




















nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Preservation of audio­





nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Preservation of digital 
materials  
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An emergency plan nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
A prioritized long­range 
preservation plan
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Planning surveys or 
assessments of collection
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Staff training nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj





nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Improvements to reduce 
collections’ exposure to 
light




nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Preservation of digital 
collections 
(digitzed and born­digital)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Preservation of 
audio/visual collections







nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
25. For all your collections that are currently in need of treatment, identify all the causes of 












nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Water or moisture  
(e.g., mold, stains, warping)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Light  
(e.g. fading, discoloration)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Airborne particulates or 
pollutants  
(e.g., dust, soot)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Fire nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj




nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Pests nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Vandalism nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj








nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Technological 
obsolescence of digital 
or audio/visual 
collections
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Prior improper treatment
(s) or restoration
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
26. Do you promote awareness of conservation/preservation activities using the 
following?
Yes No
Not done currently, 
but planned
Don't know Not Applicable
Educating donors and/or 




nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Presenting preservation 
activities to  






nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Highlighting preservation 
activities in  
exhibitions or other 
programs for the public
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Serving as a source for 
conservation/preservation 
 
information to the public 
(e.g. responding to queries)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Using 
conservation/preservation 
as part of a  






nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Featuring preservation 
work on Web site
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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27. How many staff are currently employed in your institution? Include all staff, not just 
those for preservation. Do not express in full­time equivalents (FTEs). Indicate “0” if you 
have no staff in a category.
28. How many visitors or users did you serve last year? Indicate “0” if you had no visitors 
or users in a category.












































Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
30. Do you have funds specifically allocated for conservation/preservation activities in 
your annual budget? (select one)
31. Has your institution made an application, whether successful or unsuccessful, for 
conservation/preservation funding from any public or private source in the last 3 years? 
(select one)
32. If your institution did not make a grant application for conservation/preservation 
funding from any public or private source in the last 3 years, which of the following factors 
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Art Objects (paintings, prints,  
drawings, sculpture, decorative arts 
(e.g., fine metalwork, jewelry, timepieces, enamels, ivories, lacquer)
nmlkj nmlkj
















Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
The following information will be helpful in applying for an implementation grant to assist cultural institutions 
in meeting their preservation needs. 
34. What do you consider to be the three most pressing issues facing your organization’s 
future ability to care for its collections?
 
35. What are the key strengths of your organization?
 
36. What resources does your organization need to adequately care for its collections?
 
 








Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
37. Would you support the formation of an organization known as the Oklahoma Cultural 
Heritage Trust that would invest in protecting, stabilizing, and preserving collections held 
by libraries, archives, and museums throughout the state?


























Preliminary Assessment for Cultural Organizations
39. Based on previous surveys and communications with Oklahoma’s library, archive, and 
museum community, several key concepts have been identified. Please indicate your 








Hands­on training in preservation and conservation 
techniques.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
On­line training courses or some other form of self­
directed study.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Assistance with conducting a preservation survey. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Accreditation for my Organization, once it 
demonstrates compliance with certain standards.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Certification for me, once I complete a defined course 
of study.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Access to a conservation lab that is staffed by a 
professional conservationist for the care of items in 
my collection.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Access to a centralized digitization lab that has state 
of the art equipment to scan a variety of materials.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Access to a travelling “circuit rider” who can provide 
professional assistance in collection care.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
A statewide campaign to increase public awareness 
of Oklahoma’s libraries, museums, and archives.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Funding to upgrade facilities. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Funding to upgrade facilities. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Funding to provide better care of my collection. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Regional disaster networks that can help 
organizations whose collections are threatened, kind 
of like a Red Cross for cultural organizations, equipped 
with emergency supplies and materials.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Public awareness campaign instructing individuals on 
the advantages of donating materials to museums, 
libraries, and archives.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Work to pass legislation that prevents Oklahoma­
based artifacts and documents from being gifted to out 
of state repositories by Oklahoma organizations.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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47. May we have permission to include the name of your institution in a published list of 
survey participants? Your survey responses will not be linked to your name; results will 
be reported only in aggregate.
This is the end of the survey. Thank you. 
 
Respondent Information
Yes
 
nmlkj
No
 
nmlkj
